706 HOME CORRESPONDENCE, 

take the present opportunity and method of enlightening those of our readers who 
may have fallen into the same error as the Times and others upon the matter, and also 
of placing in their hands the moans of repelling- the groundless charges which arise 
through malice, and are echoed in high quarters through ignorance at least* 
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WALES. 

Central Condition of the Work— Extensive 
Tract distributing — Goad f'rotpects — Op- 
position, Mobbing^ and Violence. 

Udjjjorn Seion Office, Swansea, 
October 26, 1854. 

President Richards. 

Dear Brother — In neeordance with your 
■MttiCt through the Star, to be advised of 
the state of the work of God amongst the 
various nations over wlueh yon have tin- 
high honour to preside, 1 embrace this 
opportunity to inform you of the general 
features of the Church in Wales. 

During the summer season the Priest- 
hood have b*en diligent in out-of-door 
preaching, and have had more numerous 
and attentive audiences than heretofore; 
**camp meetings" have been the order of 
the season, especially where much oppo- 
sition has heen presented : and the com- 
bined influence of the Saints so assembled 
has never failed so far to move the pre- 
judice, storm the strongest ramparts, and 
win conquest to the kingdom of God. 

The weaker Conferences have been 
much strengthened by the aid of Elders 
and PrhM.s from the stronger, who, to- 
gether with many " volunteers M labour- 
ing in new grounds, sustained principally 
by tracts, have done much towards the 
spread of the Gospel; and 1 am pleased tn 
see, by the renewed vigour of the ollirers 
generally, that they realise their responsi- 
bilities, and the importance of faithfully 
warning theW fellow beings <>f impending 
dangers. ^ v 

\ou can anticipate our future prospects 
of success when I say, what I nave not 
been able to say so unexceptionably here- 
tofore, that officers and Saints are united, 
so far as I know ; and I have had the 
pleasure of visiting she majority of the 
Conferences of Ute ; everywhere the Saints 
evince an increasing desire to excel in 
lhnn<j thtir professions, which to me is a 
-certain forerunner of paramount success. 

JXow, the weather king unfavourable 



to out-door preaching, the brethren mani- 
fest no less seal to wa'-r the seed so pro- 
fusely sown, by distributing tract* from 
house to house and selling them to tho 
world, each having his sphere appointed 
him weekly ; and truly it does the Saints, 
as well as the world, much good, because, 
as they say, the Lord blesses them with 
J lis Spirit abundantly in so doing. So 
that ** Mormonism," so far from being in 
a dying or dead state, as many have nat- 
tered themselves, is humming about the 
ears of the priests and people, who feel 
tjuite alarmed already, and admit that this 
" imposture w threatens to be more dan- 
gerous than ever. You would be pleased 
to >ee the diligence of the Baints, in fol- 
lowing the tracks of the clergy, priests, 
and Scripture readers, and all sorts of 
pedlars, with " Replies " to the falsehoods 
which they spread ahr<>.i4f sometimes 
meeting in the same bouse, and then I 
leave you to judge who finds the door 
first ! Truly their zeal is worthy of a better 
cause* But through the blessings of Him 
who owns the Work, all their efforts are 
abortive to retard its onward march. 
The ea; hat which the priests make of the 
" plurality * has prevented the people in- 
vestigating heretofore, although it has hail 
a salutary in tin nee upon the faints and 
it is getting old and fun rotten by the 
world gradually. 

Baptisms have not been as numerous 
we expect them to be shortly, although 



a few individ 



everywhere, 
out of manv 



thyr* the place where the very* sto 
mftrht have denounced a (Jospel-hardei 



still being baptized 
will merely recite one 
instances — even in Mer- 

stones 
ned 

race, the d is spr i ing like a tulip 
bed after a summer's shower — seventeen 
banti/ed and t w < i it y backsliders return- 
ing in one Un DCC uq >»nc week. That 
most popular of preachers — the Cholera, 
w hich has swept off hundreds in that vici- 
nity of late, may have contributed some 
to accomplish the above ; but I am glad 

to learn, that out. of the many attacked 
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by that "king of terrors," no Saints have 
died there, and only two or tlirt^ have 1 
heard of elsewhere, the ordinance being 
their only antidote* 

In regard to myself, I never did feel a 
greater desire to further tin* purposes of 
God, so far as I understand them, nor mmv 

S Km ure in it ; I never fancied that I could 
o much, but my mite is as willing a> 
the niu'-h of my brethren. My Counsel- 
lors — Elders Jeremy and Daniels, are very 
efficient and zealous men, of one heart 
and soul with myself in all things, and 
they are a great blessing to the faints. 
May the Lord bless them for it. 

I have lately published upwards of 
60,000 Welsh tracts on the first princi- 
ples, Replies," and 44 Invitations," with 
the addresses, time of preaching, &c, for 
every Branch of note throughout the 
Principality, nearly all of which are in 
circulation, at the lowest rate-, h.-ioVs 
other W elsh tracts previously on hand, 
and a fair proportion of English, so (hat 
taking all into consideration we hav*a a 
reasonable prospect for success when the 
spirit of truth accompanies them home to 
the honest huart. The problem is solved* 
that tract distributing, so far from aug- 
menting* is the best method of liquidating 
"old hook debts/' by winning new co- 
workers to that, as well as to every other 
laudable work; proving the force of the 
expression of one of old — "He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly;' 1 
whereas, the liberal mind deviseth liberal 
means, and bv his liberality shall he live. 

The old debts have been considered 
quite an impediment to the progress of 

the work in all the Conferences, but 1 am 

pleased that, of late, a new era has dawn- 
ed upon us in that respect, by the abun- 
dant blessings manifestly poured upon the 
faithful minority in proportion to their 
exertions in paying the debts, so that by 
far the majority are now convinced that 
the Lord pays better interest on their 
loans than they had conceived of: nor is 
it new or strange to hear them detail in 
the meetings how the Lord has repaid 

them for *• days* work " contributed, but 
the fact engenders faith in Him and in 
His promises, in proportion to its use. 

Without particularizing on incidents, 
you will be able, by the above representa- 
tion, to delineate the general features of 
the work in Wales at the present time : 
and while your superior judgment may 
deliberate over the scene, that die Spirit of 



inspiration may dictate amendments, alter- 
ations, new munis, or anything, an} how, 
|h gi\c (be {i">p, 1 i4 ^r, att-p impetus in <>ur 

midst, is the heart s desire of him who 
has no higher ambition. 

I will detain you to state one instance, 

which occurred lately, to show the rage of 
the adversary, and you may have a sug- 
gestion on the subject. 

While two EKUrs were preaching in 
Caermarthenshire a few Sundays ago, a 
gang of thirty or forty, led on by a tavern 
keeper, commenced shouting and halloo- 
ing, professedly to drown the voice of the 
brother who was preaching. Their lungs 
failing before they accomplished their 
object, the stones came next ; erne struck 
the other brother in the flwse, until his 
blond was streaming ; others whizzing by 
their heads, failed to dislodge them, so thu 
mobs rushed upon them, forced them to 
lice, and pursued them for a long way, 
until one Miceeedtd in gaining the woods; 
the other was knocked down by a stone, 
and brutally kicked while bleeding on the 
ground, the timely aid of a generous 
stranger saving his life, when they had 
pronounced him dead. The stranger 
carried him to a house, and he so far re- 
covered as to be able to ride back with a 
guard next day to detect the mob, when 
the tavern keeper openly avowed the 
deed, and declared that** the next time, 
instead of stones they would use guns;" 
and he subsequently, when arraigned be- 
fore tlif authoring, reitt rated the tlm at 
with impunity, and without the least pro- 
hibition, fine, or censure on their part. 
The highest dignitaries have written 
abusive letters to our attorney for defen- 
ding the brethren. These are the third 
and fourth Elders whom this man ha^ 
attempted to murder; one, an old mail 
over sixty years of age, wm struck down 
by a stone bitting him on the head, thrown 
by this same villain, a vwar ago, abused, 
and left for dead. \Y hen he recovered 
so as to bo able to prosecute him, the 
Court fined the defendant 0*1 ! The 
plaintiff bad the costs to pay, and had 
a severe reprimand for preaching, with 
threats if he continued. Another Elder, 
having called at this fellow's house on busi- 
ness, he came in with a club, and heat him 
SO brutally that he barely escaped with hi* 
life. 

There arc those in that vicinity who 
believe, and some desire baptism, but 

ibid waring Uou threaten* the life uf any 
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Saint lio moots ami wn ran pot no protec- 
tion. But I have probably written enough 
these busy times, hoping this long history 
will remind you of that long letter pro- 
mised me long ago. 

With congratulation upon your safe 
return, and continual prayer fnr you in 
every good, and with my kind rr^pects to 



yourself, to President Spencer, if there 
(heaven alone <*;in reward him for the 
good ho Ins done hnv - universally and 
deservedly brlnved and rsteemod), also to 
the brotherhood 1 in the Office, I brinpj 
inv epistle to a close. 
From your brother in the Covenant, 

1>. J or* eh. 



THE 



As gentle rains descending, 
With sunbeams sweetly blending; 
As glittering jewels pending, 

From heaven's arch so broad; 
So cool and so refreshing, 
And wisdom's stamp impressing, 

On all the works of God, 

As dews on summer's morning, 
Each blade of ^r:i:-s adorning, 
With sparkling Ixsintv i harming, 

To thirsty earth a boon ; 
So is the Gospel story; 
It romrs in drejis of glory. 

From God our Father's throne. 



GOSPEL, 

Not in a voice of thunder, 
To rend the earth asunder, 
Proclaiming dread ;m>l wonder, 

I>ups truth its power display. 
It falls as genial showers* 
On these parchM hearts of ours ; 

Or soft as /rphyrs play. 

So gently and so meekly, 

In words of mild entreaty, 

It whispers — ah I how sweetly, 

Of love to God and man ; 
It fills our hearts with kindness, 
It dissipates our Idimlnrss — 

f Tis heaven on earth began. 
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The Valley Mail, which left Great Salt Lake City, October 1st, we receded, wife 
letters but no newspapers, November 19, too late for farther notice in the the present Stab, 

C umoy.— Elder Lewis Davics, Pre- ident of the Flintshire Conference, informs us that a 
vounir man has been attempting to palm himself off as a brother upon the Saints m that 
Conference, by representing that he was a nephew of President Briglmra Young, and named 
James Henrv Voting, but dtstittie of proper credentials. The s unts are hereby caution^ 
ed to beware of all such imposition. And we here take the opportunity to remind them 
that they are perfectly justified in refusing to fellowship any person professing to be an 
Elder or a Saint, if he cannot produce proper credentials. 

Addresses.— John D. T. McAllister, 11 Christopher Street, Belfast, 

IWon. J. Chislett, Chez Mon. Graunauer, Bue du Cendrier, 108, an ler, GeneTC 
i Jt Mon. C. It. Savage, Montagibert, Lausanne, Suisse. 



MONEY LIST, NOVEMBER 10—17, 18M, 

#• - w rwu- jt % l 0 0 brought forward 61.1 0 0 

George \V . Dsvies *- A " JJ . , «... u 0 o 

Jesse Haven (Cspeef<Jood Hope) 0 » Jeremmn PSKvT , 

J* Dies Robson.,... .... 6 U 0 A. L* Jones mm**!*** _ 

j£H& 0 0 



CarrlH forward f 0 0 
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Ad<lre*s to the Sisters 7 : > » Poetry.— The Gospel #w» 

History "t Joseph Smith 7*V< Notices t2 

Editorial.— Release of Elders, Emigration, Ac. Addresses ^ 

—Appointment?, — Half-yearly Statistical If dn«y list ■ - 

Urpi^ri .. (iovfrip i hip ol ' tali ..... *f>0 
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